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PART ONE: General Assessment

General: | reviewed the steeple, and the attic below it. | was not able to review

the attic of the steeple as there is no access. It is in good condition, with no major
problems. From what | can tell, it has passe
louvers, through a period where there were railings, and now has been clad in

aluminum and vinyl with the railings removed. | did not see any conditions that

would make me think that there may be serious hidden damage to the structure.

Without removing the cladding, it is hard to tell just how bad the damage is that

has been covered over, but | expect it to be minor. The steeple has been well-

maintained, and is now in need of restoration.

Materials: The steeple is wood-framed, with the original wood trims somewhat
intact. All of the visible white lap siding is vinyl. The columns are wrapped with
aluminum most of the way up. The dentil crown molding assembly, and the
projecting cones at the eaves are steel sheetmetal. The floor is galvanized steel
sheet. The ceiling is wood beaded ceiling.

Known Conditions: The aluminum wrapping has become loose, and is tearing off
in the wind. The vinyl siding seems to be intact. The sheetmetal floor is rusting
and has many cracks. The remaining wood is in need of repair. The sheetmetal
cornice assembly should be replaced or repaired as the soldered joints have
reached the end of their life and birds have moved in. The columns have missing
and rotted trim pieces, and the shafts have cracks and holes. There are
hazardous electrical conditions.

Unknown Conditions: While | was able to peek over the edge, | was not able to
thoroughly examine the roof valleys or flashing conditions. Without a lift, | am not
able to examine the steeple roof or the condition of the cross.

PART TWO: Specific Assessment with Photos

Attic below

The attic below the belfry looks to be well
insulated. | saw stains on the floor joists of the
belfry, which would indicate leaking, but there
was no evidence of leaking on the insulation.

™ These spindles and rails were removed from the
belfry openings and stored here. They appear to
be quite old in design and condition, so it may be
that the louvers were removed fairly early.




| did spot evidence of leaking below in the
stairwell, in the southwest corner. Given the
condition of the belfry floor, | would not be
surprised.

Belfry Floor

The floor of the belfry has many open joints, and is rusting. This was not a
conventional installation; the materials and methods were not appropriate.




Columns

You can see how the columns have been wrapped with aluminum, which goes
only part-way up on the inside. Note that the interior shape of the openings are
pointed with straight edges, while the outside is pointed with curved edges. Only
the outside board has the curved cut.

Behind the aluminum, the wood is in
fairly rough shape. The boards are old,
and have cracked. There are some
critter holes. The aluminum laps over
the metal floor, which was added
probably at the same time




~ This is the side of the column, with the

~aluminum removed. Here you can see the

'/ location of the old railing and the general
~ condition of the siding.

View of the inside corner of one of the
corner columns, behind the aluminum.

Despite the condition of the siding of the columns, | think that the structure is
sound behind it.



Interior surfaces

The ceiling is painted bead board, and just needs to be painted. | did not see any
evidence of roof leaks.

The interior siding is also a bead board, although there is a different pattern in
one location to the north. This could have been a repair, or it could be original.

Exterior siding and wood trim

The wood trim needs to be replaced. There are elements that could be reused,
depending on how they hold together once work begins. All of the capitals and
bases need replacing. | estimate maybe half of the remaining trims could be
replaced.




Cornice

About half of the cornice
assembly is rusted through.
Usually, when the solder fails
after 80+ years, small holes
open up, which invite birds and
bats. Their movement, nesting,
and droppings then accelerate
the rust and the opening of
other joints.



Exterior vinyl siding

The vinyl siding was installed and detailed correctly. It could be worked around
and left, or it could be replaced for a more historically accurate siding.

The transition to the roof has
been caulked, so | suspect that
it has leaked in the past.
Otherwise, it would be good to
examine the roof/vinyl siding
transition thoroughly, which
could be done during other
work, or separately.



Electrical, sound, and bell

There is a run of exposed Romex laying on the floor, and exposed outlet boxes.
As the wire passes through the hatch, it has been crushed and the outer sheath
has been broken through. This should be disconnected at least, or removed.
There is a collection of broken electric candlestick lamps that should be removed.

The speakers are laying on the floor and rolling around. The wood timbers that
the bell is mounted to traps moisture against the metal floor. These wood timbers
are also rotting from the contact with water.




|l though you might enjoy a picture of the in

Stuckstede B(ell) F(oundry) Co., St. Loui s,
was another inscription cast into the bell originally, which has been ground off. |

could discern ASt. Lawrenceo but nothing el s
SUMMARY

These items need immediate attention as they are quite damaged, or need work
to prevent further damage:

- Floor and bell mounting

- Electrical

These items are at the end of their life and need to be repaired
- Columns
- Exterior wood trim
- Cornice assembly

These items need maintenance
- Interior siding
- Ceiling

These items need no work
- Vinyl siding
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